Lesson 13 — SALVATION FROM OURSELVES James 4:1-6

(4:1) — “From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your
lusts that war in your members?” In the preceding chapter James warns believers against strife,
contention, envy and pride. These are all sins of the flesh that we must fight and not give in to or
make excuses for. This behavior is not of God, but is of the earth, sensual and devilish. In this
chapter he gives the true cause of contention and strife, cautioning us against allowing this spirit
to prevail.

So, he asks, “What causes strife, discord, and quarrels among you?” We have an
abundance of Scripture exhorting us to love one another, forgive, be kind, exercise patience, look
not on our own welfare but on the welfare of others, and preserve the unity of the Spirit (Ps.
133:1, 2). In spite of what we are taught and what we know to be the right way, however,
misunderstandings and contention arise. Why? The real cause is the corruption of our own
sinful flesh — pride, envy, covetousness, and jealousy, which war against the Spirit (Gal. 5:16, 17,
Rom. 7:18-22). Our troubles come from within ourselves!

Realizing this causes us, as sinners saved by grace, to be humble and to be grateful to
God for His grace toward us in Christ. We realize that none of our sins can be imputed to us
because Christ bore them as they were all imputed to Him, and He took them to the cross to pay
our sin-debt in full, satisfying God’s justice for us. We have the gift of His righteousness
imputed to us and all spiritual blessings with Him. We are to express our gratitude by believing
in, worshipping, and following the Lord as we wage war against the flesh and strive to be
conformed to Christ.

(4:2) — “Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet
ye have not, because ye ask not.” Some might ask, “Are true believers capable of such sins?”
The answer is “YES”! Is James’s intent here to expose these as unbelievers, false professors?
Whenever professing believers fall into gross sins, they must be recovered in the way of grace
(Gal. 6:1-10; James 4:7-12; 5:19-20). However, we must know that those who refuse to be
restored and recovered, who do not come by the Spirit of God to true godly sorrow over sin that
brings true repentance over these sins are most likely false professors (2 Cor. 7:8-11).

James says, “You are jealous and covet what others have either materially or spiritually. When
these lusts and desires go unfilled, you turn against those who have what you covet, becoming
murderers in your hearts.” Is it possible for a believer to actually commit physical murder?
Consider King David who had Bathsheba’s husband, Uriah the Hittite, killed. “You burn with
envy and anger inwardly because you are not as blessed as someone else. You are not able to
obtain the happiness, contentment, usefulness and gifts you see in others. Therefore, you war
against them. Perhaps the reason you do not have what you so strongly crave is that you have
not asked God for it!” Our carnal nature wants what it does not have and resents others who
have it, which leads to bad feelings.

(4:3) — “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.”
They ask the Lord to give them what they want, but they ask “amiss” (for the wrong reasons and
motives, selfishly). They do not turn to God in humility and in submission to Him and His will,



according to His wisdom, for His glory, and the good of others. This is why we must always in
prayer strive to make sure that our motives and goals are right, and we must always be
submissive to God’s will — “Thy will be done.” We should always in prayer subordinate our
own personal desires to the glory of God and the good of the body of Christ and of others. This
is the remedy (Cp. Matt. 6:33; Heb. 4:14-16).

(4:4) — “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity
with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.” To take our
eyes and hearts off Christ and His church and set our affections on the world and its offerings is
spiritual adultery. As sinners saved by grace, we are married to Christ, and we are to be His
faithful bride (2 Cor. 11:1-4). We cannot serve two masters. It ought to be enough to have
Christ’s love, grace, and presence, along with the fellowship of His people (Phil. 4:11; 1 Tim.
6:8; Heb. 13:5; Matt. 6:24-34).

(4:5) — “Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to
envy?” James is not quoting a specific passage from the Old Testament but a general teaching
of Scripture. Some interpret this negatively as if to say, “The Scripture is clear which declares
that the spirit of flesh and human nature which remains in us lusts enviously after those things
which still appeal to the flesh (Rom. 7:23-25). Others interpret it positively as, “He jealously
desires the Spirit Whom He has made to dwell in us.”

(4:6) — “But He giveth more grace. Wherefore He saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace
unto the humble.” But God gives us more and more grace to meet this evil tendency and all
other carnal desires. His grace is sufficient to give us victory (2 Cor. 12:9). More grace indicates
growth in grace. But God gives His grace to those He has made humble, not to the proud. He
gives grace to those who are sensible of their own weakness and acknowledge it, who do not
envy the gifts and graces of others, but rejoice with them. God resists (opposes, is against) the
proud who go through life and die in their pride, refusing to submit to Christ and His
righteousness for salvation. This reminds us that if God is for us, all that stands against us (the
world, the flesh, and the devil) cannot defeat us or keep us from glory with Christ forever and
ever. God gives us the gift of humility, and this enables us to fight the sin of pride that causes so
much strife and division.



