
FAITH AND THE WISDOM OF GOD                              James 1:5-10

We have seen that one of the major themes of this epistle is the trying (testing) of 
our faith.  Trials have many purposes.  God sends trials to humble us, to wean us from 
the world and focus on eternal things – DRIVE US TO CHRIST, to reveal the objects of 
our love, to teach us the value of God's blessing, to enable us to help others in their 
trials, to develop in us greater strength for greater usefulness, and to chasten us for our 
sin and bring us to  growth in grace and knowledge of Christ.  Trials test the 
genuineness of our faith.  How can we rejoice in these trials?  Consider:

(1) They are sent to us by our heavenly Father and identify us as His children (Heb. 
12:1ff.); 
(2) They prove anf strengthen our faith in Christ – There is counterfeit faith; there is a 
faith that only goes so far – But true, saving faith will always rest in and follow Christ – 
believe His Word.
(3) They result in “patience” – endurance whereby we continue in the faith.

(1:5) – “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men 
liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.”   The context shows us that 
James is writing of the trials that believers experience because of their testimony of the 
Gospel and the chastisements of the Lord.  We read in Hebrews 12:11 – “Now no 
chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless 
afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are 
exercised thereby.”  So, how can we “count it all joy when [we] fall into divers 
temptations (James 1:2)?  We are to seek God’s wisdom in His Word as He leads us 
to Christ and His grace, righteousness, and power to save, keep, and protect us from all 
opposition and bring us through for His glory and our eternal good.  When we turn to the 
Lord, we find that He gives us an abundance of His wisdom to bring us through these 
trials, not to beat us down and humiliate us, but to teach and edify us that we might 
grow in grace and in knowledge of Christ and our security in Him (Heb. 12:11-13).

(1:6) – “But let him ask in faith,”  Asking in faith is not “wishful thinking.”  It is asking 
God’s blessings according to His will, His Word and promises, and asking for His glory 
in the name of Christ based on the merits of Christ as our Surety, Savior, and Mediator.  
“Nothing wavering” is without doubt and unbelief – “For he that wavereth is like a 
wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.”   We are not to let our 
circumstances determine our assurance.  We are to run the race the LORD has set 
before us – “Looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of our faith; Who for the 
joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set 
down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Heb. 12:2).
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(1:7-8) – “For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.  A 
double minded man is unstable in all his ways.” – Here, we learn that James is not 
speaking of true believers who sometimes doubt and have to battle this doubt that 
comes the flesh (cf. Heb. 12:1-2).  A “double minded manre” is one who merely 
professes to have faith but whose heart and mind are not fixed on firmly Christ and His 
righteousness alone for all salvation.  He claims to be a “Christian” but his heart and 
mind are divided between Christ and self, between Christ and the world, between God’s 
Word and wisdom and his own word and wisdom.  Usually this is a person who has 
become familiar enough with the doctrine of grace in Christ, who claims to believe the 
truth, but who has not come to repentance of his former life and heretical thoughts 
towards the true God and the true Christ.

(1:9-10) – “Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted” – One of the 
greatest blessings we have as the children of God and brethren in Christ is our spiritual 
and eternal family relationship (Matt.12:46-50).  In Christ we are all equally spiritually 
and eternally blessed, and it is all by God’s grace based on the merits of Christ crucified 
and risen from the dead.  One brother or sister is never over and above another brother 
or sister in the family of God.  But while on this earth, God has determined the individual 
situations and circumstances of each of His children for His glory in Christ and for the 
eternal good of His whole family.  “The brother of low degree,” for example, refers not to 
his spiritual state.  He is a brother without wealth, property, influence or earthly rank.  
Let him rejoice that in Christ he possesses true riches, true greatness, and 
true rank.  He is a child of the King, a priest, a king and an heir of all things (Matt. 11:11; 
James 2:5, 6; 1 Cor 1:26, 29).  He is also an equal brother who is equally blessed of 
God in Christ (Eph. 1:3).

“But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he 
shall pass away.”  Let this brother rejoice that God has taught him the grace of 
humility!  The natural tendency of wealth, talent, and position is to fill men with pride, 
self-importance and vain glory.  Happy is the leader, the wealthy, influential brother, who 
has learned:  (1) that in comparison to Christ, he is nothing and has no merit before 
God; (2) the vanity, frailty, and emptiness of material possessions; (3) that God gave 
and God can take away (Job 1:21; 1 Cor. 4:7).  As the flower of the grass, he shall 
pass away.  Earthly riches, fame and glory, like flowers, have their outward show and 
beauty, which attract the eye and the mind.  These things are pleasant to behold and 
possess, but years, rust and age soon destroy them, and they are no more (1 Pet. 
1:13-25).
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