
Lesson 16 – GODLINESS WITH CONTENTMENT                      1 Timothy 6:1-10 

 (6:1) – When Christ saves us, He sets us free from the yoke of bondage and slavery to sin, 
Satan, and the law.  The freedom that Christ gives us by His work of redemption is a 
SPIRITUAL freedom, not a physical freedom from being under the authority of government, 
masters (as in that day of slavery and bondslavery), and employers.  We all are in some way 
responsible to higher authorities, and our attitude towards this authority reflects our attitude 
towards God Who is our supreme authority.  “Servants” here could refer to slaves or 
bondslaves.  And even though God’s Word does not condone forced slavery, except in matters 
of God’s judgment for sin, Paul simply recognizes the reality of this situation in his day.  He 
tells believing slaves and bondslaves to obey and honor their “masters” to whom they are 
responsible.  Neither God’s Word nor the Gospel of God’s grace in Christ gives believers 
license to rebel against proper authorities as long as they do not use their authority in direct 
opposition to God’s authority and Word.  We today could properly apply this to the 
responsibility of an employee to his/her employer.  Believers are to respect and work hard for 
their employers.  The reason Paul gives for this is “that the name of God and His doctrine be 
not blasphemed.”  One of the main reasons that we as believers should live moral, godly 
lives in character and conduct is that we do not want to bring disrespect upon our God and 
Father nor do we want to misrepresent His doctrine, His Gospel, His truth to unbelievers who 
will take every opportunity to do so (2 Sam. 12:13-14;Titus 2:9ff.).  Although we know that 
the enemies Christ and His people will accuse and abuse us, we should never give them an 
occasion to blaspheme due to our laziness, disrespect, or bad behavior. 

(6:2) – This especially held true for “believing masters,” because they are brethren in Christ.  
They are partakers of the benefits and blessings of grace with the believing servants as they 
are one with Christ, forgiven, justified, and certain to be glorified in and by Him.  Though the 
master and the servant are equally justified, sanctified, fit and qualified, equally entitled to 
glory, based on the blood and righteousness of Christ, they are not equal in office or position 
as far as their earthly situation.  This inequality of office and position on earth does not mean 
that the masters can think of the servant as less of a person and can be treated with 
disrespect or injustice.  It does not mean an inequality of persons.  It does mean that the 
master should be treated with respect by the servant and the servant should work hard for 
him.  It also means that the masters should treat the servant with fairness and love (Eph. 
6:5-9; Col. 3:22-25; 4:1).  

(6:3-5) – Those who would claim to be Christian but who would teach contrary to these 
truths, which are the teachings of “our Lord Jesus Christ” and consistent with “the doctrine 
which is according to godliness,” do so out of pride, ignorance, love of arguing because of 
jealousy, contrariness, a love of spreading suspicious rumors, which proves the crookedness of 
their arguments out of depraved minds that are void of truth.  These are false teachers who 
suppose that “gain is godliness.”  The “gain” they seek could be material or financial wealth 
or the gain of a following of people to themselves. They wrongfully judge that if they achieve 
this “gain,” God is blessing them, and they must be right or acting in a godly manner.  “From 
such withdraw thyself” – Do not promote, follow, or even have fellowship with such false 
teachers (cf., 2 John 9-11). 

  1



(6:6) – “Godliness” begins with faith in Christ as we rest in Him for all salvation, 
righteousness, eternal life, and glory.  It continues in the obedience of faith when we seek to 
obey His Word as we are motivated by grace, gratitude, and love.  It is a true knowledge of 
God's grace in Christ Jesus, which shows itself not only in the fruit of the Holy Spirit (such as 
faith, love, humility, joy, patience) and in outward acts of worship and obedience, but also in 
a peaceful temperament and a gracious conduct toward others.  Such “godliness” is in itself 
“great gain” when it is accompanied with “contentment,” the sense of being satisfied with 
what God has given us freely and fully in Christ.  This “contentment” has to do with believers 
being fully satisfied with God’s way in all things and not seeking to gain things in our own way 
out of greed and envy.  “Gain” here is not what we earn from God by our works but what God 
has freely given us by His grace in the Lord Jesus Christ.  We who are in Christ are complete 
in Him and have the fullness of the inheritance of all grace here and all glory hereafter. 

(6:7) – The only thing we have of real and eternal value is eternal life and blessedness 
through the Lord Jesus Christ.  In and by Him we have the forgiveness of all our sins through 
His blood, a righteousness that enables God to be just and Justifier, and the whole inheritance 
of grace and glory.  The things of this world that we seek to gain, hold on to, and that we 
cherish so much are really nothing in comparison.  We did not bring them into the world with 
us, and we will not take them out when we die.  They have no value at all for us after we die. 

(6:8) – We should, therefore, be content with having enough.  Paul is not teaching that 
Christians must live only on the bare necessities of life or in some realm of poverty in order to 
be true Christians.  He is simply teaching that an excessive desire for the things of this world 
that would cause a person to have perverted values and goals is opposed to godliness.  This 
desire becomes excessive, even idolatry, when it consumes a person to the point of 
neglecting, denying, or ignoring God Himself, God’s Word and way, or the worship of God, 

(6:9-10) – Paul explains this in these verses.  To be excessively desirous of riches is to “fall 
into temptation and a snare,” a trap, and into a multitude of “foolish and hurtful lusts,” 
ungodly desires, “which drown men in destruction and perdition,” result in eternal 
destruction and death (cf., Matt. 13:22; Luke 12:19-21).  The problem was and is not money, 
but “the love of money is the root of all evil.”  This is the intense desire for riches that 
equals “covetousness, which is idolatry” (Col. 3:5).  Such a desire is evil as it draws men away 
from “the faith,” the love for and worship of God in Christ, the love of the truth, and it is 
the cause of “many sorrows.”  The key to not falling prey to this love of riches and material 
gain is to understand how these things have absolutely no saving or eternal value.  Our 
treasure and our riches are the eternal blessings we have in Christ.
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